January 18, 2007

from Gaza, only to be replaced by the militant
wing of the Hamas party. These are just two
examples of the terrorism the Israeli people
have experienced over time.

Madam Speaker, there will be no peace in
the Middle East so long as these terrorist or-
ganizations insist on the destruction of Israel.
There will be no peace, until Hamas agrees to
curtail acts of violence and aggression and
show that they are willing to work toward a
two-state solution.

More importantly, there will be no peace in
the Middle East until the world community
speaks out against terrorism with one voice.
And, when a world leader sways from this
commitment, we take one step back.

Madam Speaker, we took one step back
from reaching peace in the Middle East when
former President Jimmy Carter published his
book, Palestine: Peace Not Apartheid. In his
book, Mr. Carter puts the onus for Middle East
peace on lIsrael, stating that it is Israel who is
keeping peace from occurring in the Middle
East. | strongly disagree with this analysis.

| was recently contacted by one of my con-
stituents in Virginia Beach about this book.
Rabbi Israel Zoberman, the founding rabbi and
spiritual leader of Congregation Beth
Chaverim, wrote:

How disappointing that the distinguished
author of Palestine: Peace Not Apartheid,
Jimmy Carter, who served as the 38th Presi-
dent of the United States, has written a book
that fails to promote the very goal of peace
which he is no doubt committed to. In fact,
the title bluntly suggests along with the
very essence of the narrative that Israel’s
policy vis-a-vis the Palestinians in the West
Bank and Gaza is the core obstacle to the
elusive peace. President Carter thus fails as
the honest broker he proudly was when spon-
soring the 1979 Israel-Egypt peace treaty.

The mere suggestion of practiced apartheid
by Israel is inflammatory enough in alluding
to South Africa’s overthrown policy. Thus,
the book’s title with the word ‘‘apartheid” in
it and the cover’s photo of the controversial
security barrier, which are surely designed
for sales’ purposes, are irresponsible . . . To
speak of Hezbollah and Hamas as if they
were representing freedom fighters only
seeking to remove Israel from the occupied
territories is unfortunately not so. The
means employed by the terrorists disregard
civilian lives by using their own women and
children as human shields.

Madam Speaker, in August 2005, | had the
privilege of visiting Israel. It was truly a life-
changing experience which helped put into
perspective the crisis facing this generation of
Israelis. Every generation is confronted with a
moment of truth. We are at that moment now.
Our duty as responsible statesmen and world
leaders is to promote dialogue and action so
that all families, whether they are Israeli or
Palestinian can live without fear.

———
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Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to Audrey C. Rust, who is cele-

brating her 20th anniversary of leadership at
the Peninsula Open Space Trust, POST.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Ms. Rust is a graduate of the University of
Connecticut, and prior to joining the Peninsula
Open Space Trust as its executive director in
1987, served as the director of development
and membership for the Sierra Club. She also
directed West Coast capital giving programs
for Yale University and served in a variety of
development capacities for Stanford Univer-
sity. She has also served as a member of the
board of directors of the Land Trust Alliance
and the League of Conservation Voters in
Washington, DC.

Under her leadership, POST has worked ef-
fectively through public-private partnerships to
acquire and protect over 50,000 acres of land
on the San Francisco peninsula. These lands
have become parts of the National Park Sys-
tem, the National Wildlife Refuge System,
California State Parks, county and city parks,
regional open space preserves and private
farmland. Ms. Rust’s vision helped bring
POST to the national stage and on multiple
occasions Congress has voted to support her
efforts by providing funds for public land pur-
chases and the adoption of POST lands into
national areas of conservation. | am particu-
larly proud of our work together on the acqui-
sition of the Phleger estate, now part of the
Golden Gate National Recreation Area, and
Bair Island, now part of the Don Edwards San
Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge.

Ms. Rust’'s work on land conservation is na-
tionally recognized. She has received the
League of California Voters Environmental
Leadership Award, the Times Mirror-Chevron
National Conservationist of the Year Award;
the Cynthia Pratt Laughlin Medal, the Garden
Club of America’s top environmental honor,
and the Jacqueline Kennedy Award from John
F. Kennedy University.

There are few who embody the commitment
to conservation and our collective future as
Ms. Rust does. In POST’s most recent Annual
Report, Ms. Rust wrote:

Open space defines our sense of place on
the Peninsula, and it is worth saving, be-
cause it is where we as humans touch mys-
teries that last long after we are gone. It is
the best gift we can pass down to those who
follow us, because it connects us to our past
and our future, allowing us to share a com-
munal memory of what it’s like to live in
this extraordinary place. By setting aside
land for permanent protection, we declare to
the future, ‘“This is what we value; this is
what we deem precious.”

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in paying tribute to Audrey Rust whose 20
years at POST have benefitted millions of
Americans and millions more to come. She is
an exceptional leader, a powerful voice for
conservation, and a great American.

——————
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Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in strong support of this bipartisan
bill, H.R. 4, the Medicare Prescription Drug
Negotiation Act of 2007. This quality, sound
bill enjoys support not only from Members
from both side of the aisle, but also from the
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National Committee to Preserve Social Secu-
rity and Medicare, the Consumer’s Union, the
AFL-CIO and Families USA. Most important,
the majority of Americans are in favor of the
principles set forth in this bill.

For generations, among Democrats’ top pri-
orities has been to make healthcare more af-
fordable for all Americans. | stand here today,
as an exceedingly proud cosponsor of this bill
that will take steps toward accomplishing just
this. H.R. 4 fights for what is fair and right for
our Nation’s seniors, and fixes the Medicare
prescription drug program as we know it
today.

The current prescription drug plan has kept
costs high and created needless confusion for
the 22.5 million seniors who chose to enroll in
Medicare Part D. This number doesn’t even
begin to contemplate the millions who did not
enroll, perhaps because of the complexity of
the benefit.

The present Medicare Part D forbids the
government from negotiating affordable drug
prices at the expense and well being of our
seniors. So, while big companies like WalMart
receive deals on prescription drugs, the Amer-
ican people can not. According to findings
from Families USA, the law’s current ban on
bargaining for lower drug prices had caused
seniors on Medicare to pay significantly more
for their drugs.

The history behind the current defective
drug plan, introduced by Republicans in 2003,
was one of the most corruptive abuses of the
legislative process in all of our lifetimes. In the
middle of the night, while most Americans
were sleeping, Republicans snuck this bill in,
loaded with giveaways for the drug and insur-
ance companies. And using their signature
scare tactics, the Republican leadership
bullied the rest of their party to pass this bill
after holding a 15 minute vote open for 3
hours!

Mr. Speaker, such an abuse of legislative
power is immoral and wrong. | am pleased to
say that such abuse ended when Democrats
took up the gavel.

With Democrats in the driver’s seat, seniors
across America will be a part of new drug
plan. A drug plan that will be tailored to Amer-
ica’s seniors—and not the big drug companies
who are now reporting record profits.

The current Medicare Prescription drug pro-
gram is not the best we can do for our sen-
iors. Improvement clearly needed to be made
to Medicare Part D, to make it more affordable
and fair for its beneficiaries.

The comprehensive and affordable plan
being passed today is an important step for-
ward toward alleviating seniors’ prescription
drug price concerns. The bill repeals the provi-
sion that bans the Secretary of Health and
Human Services (HRS) from negotiating with
drug companies for lower prices, and instead
requires the Secretary to develop a workable
negotiation process to secure affordable drug
prices. Now, for instance, where private plans
have failed to rein in outrageous drug prices,
the Secretary will be allowed to use his bar-
gaining power with the drug companies.

Contrary to Republicans’ claim that this bill
would destroy the free market system, today’s
New York Times editorial page notes that, the
bill “is sufficiently flexible to allow older Ameri-
cans to benefit from the best efforts of both
the government and the private drug plans.”

Moreover, by requiring Medicare to nego-
tiate rates with drug companies, the leftover
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